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Superintendent's Message
We are excited to offer in-person and online learning options for
students, with the care and preparedness families expect as we emerge
from the pandemic. Our focus will be on health and safety, social
emotional wellness, and academic acceleration based on student need. 
 
We remain steadfast on providing quality programs as we launch an
effort to reimagine excellence in our schools. We have learned a lot about
new ways to provide learning opportunities grounded in communication

Upcoming Dates:
Aug. 30: Back-to-School Family Town Hall 
Sept. 2: First Day of School for Grades 1-12  
Sept. 6: No School, Labor Day  
Sept. 7: School Board Meeting  
Sept. 8: First Day of Kindergarten 
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and personalization. We have also experienced change in overall operations like food service and
transportation. Through it all, we know that challenges can be overcome through strong relationships,
collaboration, and support for one another.
 
The majority of our families prefer in-person learning, but we also know that some families still seek
virtual learning options. A variety of learning tracks offered through Puyallup Digital Learning (PDL)
provides choice for students and families.
 
As we move through the 2021-22 school year, district leadership is committed to thoughtful,
transparent, and authentic engagement. We will make decisions that keep stakeholders informed,
ensure student safety, and support student success.
 
Our mission, in partnership with our diverse communities, is to educate and inspire students to reach
their full potential.
 
This mission is centered on creating learning opportunities for students that are rigorous, engaging,
relevant and connected to our community. These opportunities will, in turn, set the stage and prepare
students for college, career and life.
 
In service and support,
 
Dr. John Polm

Back-to-School Family Town Hall Event:
Aug. 30
Do you have questions on returning to school, what health and safety
measures will be enforced, and how we plan to support student mental
health? 
 
On Aug. 30 at 6 p.m., tune in to hear what the latest health and safety
requirements are for in-person instruction, in addition to learning how our path to recovery will ensure
a sense of belonging so that all students can excel. Submit any questions you have now or join the
chat-based discussion during the event.
 
Click here to join the meeting via Teams Live.
 
3 ways to access the live event:
 

Mobile Device: Download the free Teams App beforehand
Student’s Computer: Log-in required
Non-District Computer

 
The Town Hall will be recorded and posted to the district website after the event concludes.

Health and Safety Updates and
Requirements
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As we have done throughout the Pandemic, Puyallup schools will
continue to follow the latest WA State Department of Health (DOH) guidance. 
 
Facemasks are legally required and mandated by the state for full-time, in-person instruction to occur. 
 

Facemasks: Required for all students and staff working in schools. Link here for mask hygiene
tips.
Physical Distancing: Physical distancing will remain at 3-feet in classrooms and 6-feet in
common spaces where possible. Requirements will not prevent full-time in-person learning in
schools.
Vaccinations: Required for all K-12 employees by Oct. 18. Not a requirement for students;
however, it is the strongest protective measure against COVID-19 for those 12 and older.

 
The DOH provides a detailed summary of the latest requirements for schools. In addition, link to what
our local health department wants you to know as you send your child back to school.

Helpdesk Phone Support Extended
EdTec is offering extended phone support hours for staff and students
now through Sept. 17. Phone support is now available Monday through
Friday, 6:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
 
Employees are encouraged to submit a helpdesk ticket for assistance.
By submitting a ticket, you are immediately put into a queue for support. You also get quick access to
online resources for self-troubleshooting.
 
Lastly, an in-person visit is always an option. Hours are 6:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. But please help us, help you,
by calling us to schedule an appointment. Do you have a device to pick up, drop off, or exchange?
Please link here to schedule a quick visit.
 

Phone: (253) 841-8600
Email: helpdesk@puyallup.k12.wa.us
Address: 3607 17th St. SW, Suite C in Puyallup

 
Thank you for your partnership as we support everyone’s technology needs during this busy time.

Family Connection Meetings
As part of our Pathway to Recovery, we are intentionally focused on
bringing together staff, students, and families in a way that is safe,
meaningful, authentic, respectful, and timely.
 
Before school begins, the following connection activities will be available.
Although optional, families and students are encouraged to participate in grade-speci�c events.
 
• Elementary: Beginning mid-August, classroom teachers will personally invite families to sign up for a
connection meeting. Families will have the opportunity to schedule a one-on-one meeting in person or
remote on a date and time that works best for them. Meetings will cover everything from discussing a
child’s learning goals to previewing classrooms.
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• Secondary (Junior and high schools): Students are invited on-campus to participate in connection
activities the morning of Sept. 1 (the day before school o�cially starts). Students will follow the 2.5-
hour early dismissal day schedule. On this day, transportation will be provided.

Congrats Transportation
School Bus Annual Inspection Receives Exceptional Results 
The Puyallup School District received recognition for two years of
outstanding annual school bus inspections. A joint letter to
Superintendent Dr. John Polm from OSPI Superintendent Chris Reykdal
and Washington State Patrol Chief John R. Batiste congratulated
administration and the transportation staff for exceptional results. The
most recent inspection occurred this summer.
 
According to the Washington State School Bus Inspection Manual, “Inspectors, transportation
administrators, and regional transportation coordinators have an obligation to parents and the
community to ensure that vehicles used to transport students and operators are safe. Undergoing a
standardized inspection intended to identify safety concerns is a strategy in this process.” 

What is Home Access Center (HAC) and
how can I access it?
HAC is an important resource for families, providing access to student
schedules, registration information, bus routes, and more. Every
parent/guardian should have their own personal account to access the
system. Learn how you can self-register for HAC here. 
 
Contact your child’s school for additional assistance or visit HAC online tutorials here.

Family University

Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB)
The Emergency Broadband Bene�t (EBB) provides temporary discounted internet rates for families
struggling to afford home internet service. This bene�t connects eligible households with affordable
internet service and provides discounts on electronic devices. 
 
There are three ways eligible households can enroll:
 

Contact participating broadband providers.
Enroll online with the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC)
Print and mail the following application to USAC.

 
Households that qualify for the EBB and are located on Tribal lands can receive additional bene�ts.
Learn more here.

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/departments/communications/calendars_and_bell_schedules/School_bell_schedules
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/departments/communications/calendars_and_bell_schedules/School_bell_schedules
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.puyallup.k12.wa.us%2Fcms%2FOne.aspx%3FportalId%3D141151%26pageId%3D191812&data=04%7C01%7CFrenchNL%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7Cc22abc4b6aa54cf40ee208d9590e4e35%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637638740265024713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=f4RO48Eksl0hzuopaLbUTt6UI9jaZXsMdTavo6OTnO4%3D&reserved=0
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A collection of quick-tip videos and resources for families and students,
Family University helps students and parents get up-to-speed on a
variety of district sponsored tools and platforms. 
 
Link here for a summary of video resources.

School Board Highlights: Aug. 23
Recording | Agenda | Public Hearing #2 on the Draft Budget
 
District Highlights:
New Teacher Welcome 
Karshner Elementary Restoration 
State CTE Award Winning Educators 
 
Public Hearing #2 on the 2021-22 Draft Budget
 
Reports:
State Study and Survey Update 
June 2021 Financial Statements
 
Board Action:
2021-22 Budget: Approved 
2021-24 APSP Agreement: Approved
 
Upcoming Meetings:

Sept. 7 at 6 p.m.
In-person at Ballou JH and virtual via Microsoft Teams
(agenda/meeting access information posted 24 hours before meeting).
Link to BoardDocs to view meeting recordings, agendas and minutes.

Bus Stop Location InfoFinder
Families can locate their child’s bus stop through InfoFinder. Simply enter your home address, zip
code, and the school or grade. 
 
Link here to learn more and use InfoFinder.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender

expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

 
Non-Discrimination Statement
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Facebook @PuyallupSD

Puyallup School District

302 2nd St SE, Puyallup, WA, U… communications@puyallup.k12…

(253) 841-1301 puyallup.k12.wa.us
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